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But, my lords, if this is done by him without necessity,
if the general preference of his friends is only the conse-
quence of mistaken judgment, or corrupt gratitude, this
address is equally necessary, because the effects are equally
pernicious.

When a minister, suspected of ill intentions, is con-
tinued in employment, discontent must naturally spread
over the nation; and if the end of government be the
happiness of the people ; if suspicion and jealousy be con-
trary to a state of happiness; and if this suspicion which
generally prevails, this discontent which fills the whole
nation, oan only be appeased by the removal of the mi-
nister ; prudence, justice, and- the examples of our ances-
tors, ought to influence us to endeavour that the affairs of
the nation may be transferred to such whose greater
integrity or wisdom has recommended them to the affec-
tion of the people.

In this motion, therefore, we need not be supposed to
imply that the minister is either ignorant or corrupt, but
that he is disliked by the people, disliked to such a de-
gree, my lords, that it is not safe for his majesty to employ
him.

It is, doubtless, our duty, my lords, to guard both the
rights of the people, and the prerogatives of the throne,
and with equal ardour to remonstrate to his majesty the
distresses of his subjects, and his own danger. We are to
hold the balance of the constitution, and neither to suffer
the regal power to be overborne by a torrent of popular
fury, nor the people to be oppressed by an illegal exertion
of authority, or the more insupportable hardships of un-
reasonable laws.

By this motion, my lords, the happiness of the people,
and the security of his majesty, are at once consulted, nor
can we suppress so general a clamour without failing
equally in our duty to both.

To what, my lords, is the untimely end of so many kings
and emperours to be imputed, but to the cowardice or
treachery of their counsellors, of those to whom they
trusted that intercourse, which is always to be preserved
between a monarch and his people ? Were kings honestly